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The first American-made ro- 
tary pepperbox pistol was manu- 
factured in Bellingham and a 
later model of brass in Woon- 
socket.. 

The maker: the Darling broth- 
ers, Benjamin and Barton. 

The date, 1836 or earlier. 

An item in Off Beaten 
Path on Nov. 30 gleaned this 
information because we men- 
tioned three pistols on display 
in Harolds Club in Reno, Nev. 
The guns, we were told, were 
those used to assassinate three 
Presidents, Lincoln, Garfield 
and McKinley. 


The OBP item questioned how 
an entertainment club could ob- 
tain such guns and if so, would 
the fourth (Kennedy) be added 
to the collection? A reply was 
forthcoming. 

Yesterday we received a 
magazine from Nevada entitled 
‘Famous Guns from the Harolds 
Club Collection.’’ It tells of the 
well-over million dollar collec- 
tion of some 3,000 firearms and 
offers a complete panorama of 
gun history from matchlock to 
modern repeating firearms. 

One page shows the display 
case referred to as “Our Mar- 
tyred Presidents’”’ and the three 
kinds of firearms accompanies 
each picture of the three Presi- 
dents, but it refers to the guns 
as ‘‘the types used.’”’ However, 
‘there is today still.some ques- 
tion whether the gun that killed 
McKinley was a Remington Dou- 
ble Derringer or an Iver John- 
son. 


The author of the story reports 
that the club still claims Mc- 
Kinley was killed with a Der- 
-ringer and has a letter on dis- 
play from the superintendent of 
the Department of Interior stat- 
ing. this fact. However, a well 
known gun expert, Andy Palmer 
of Dearborn, Mich., has pointed 
out the “misconception and that 
the letter was inconclusive. The 
expert on the history of guns 


claims that McKinley was killed 
by a double action Iver Johnson 
.32 Caliber center-fire revolver, 
serial No. 463344. 


But of more local interest is . 
the account of the Darling pis- © 


tols on display and made in both 
Woonsocket and Bellingham. 

And again we quote from the 
magazine: 

“From the collector’s view: 
point, pepperboxes fall in sev- 
eral different categories, Ameri- 
can’ and foreign-made. Among 
the rarest of the American-built 
barrel cluster arms, and as a 
result, highly desirable from the 
collector’s standpoint, are the 
Darlings, manufactured by the 
two Darling brothers, Benjamin 
and Barton of Bellingham, 
Mass., and Woonsocket, R.I. The 
earliest of the Darling single-ac- 
tion pepperboxes were made in 
Bellingham and were referred 
to as “Darling Patent Rotary 
Pistols.” Two specimens of 
Darlings are in the Harolds col- 
lection. 

‘Tt is‘thought both of these 
were ‘manufactured in Woon. 
socket. since they have brass 
frames, indicative of later man: 
ufacture, about 1838 or 1839. The 
even more rare, earlier Darlings 
are steel-framed and are of Bel- 
lingham manufacture. 

“Of the two specimens in Har- 
olds collection, the more excep- 
tional has six barrels, the other 
four barrels. Both are of man- 
ually revolved design although 
there are few Darlings with me- 
chanically revolved cylinders. 

“Production of the Darlings 
which were of fine workmanship 
was limited. However, many 
American collectors consider: 
the Darling to be the first pros 
duction American revolver. 

“The Darling brothers filed @ 
patent for their guns April 13, 
1836.” 

Anybody got a Darling? 

Andy Palmer 
(Not of Dearborn, Mich.) 


the centerfold of this issue, 


THD DARLING—A Six-shot Brass Pepperbox 


DARLING=-COLT CONTROVERSY RE-TOLD 


For years, Bellingham fathers 
have passed down to their sons the 
Darling-Colt story and their in- 
vention of the first repeating, 
steel-framed, pepperbox pistol, 
once manufactured in Bellingham. 


According to the legend, the 
Darling brothers, Barton and Ben- 
jamin, were the first to invent 
the pistol in their Bellingham 
home. Refer to the 1830 map in 
and 
you will find that Benjamin Dar- 
ling lived on Wrentham Road near 
the Bungay Brook and not in Rhode 
Island. It is possible that he 
did move to Diamond Hill Road in 
Woonsocket later on, but exactly 
when is not known. In the 1700's 
this area was sometimes in Cumber- 
land and was referred to as the 
"Country Gore", 


“Article and pictures from the 
Woonsocket Call 1964. 


Benjamin Darling, the story goes, went to see his friend Samuel 
Colt in Boston, seeking funds with which to patent his invention, the 
pepperbox pistol. Whether or not Mr. Colt fulfilled his request is 
not known, however, when the Darling's applied for their patent. on 
April 13, 1836, they found that Colt had applied for the same patent 
a little more than forty days prior, on February 25. 


Though the Darling brothers are not considered the original in- 
ventors, they helped manufacture these weapons in Woonsocket where a 
brass model was made. "With one ratchet movement, the hammer was 
raised and chambers of the barrel were put into position to receive 
the discharge from a percussion *cap." These pistols, said to have " 
"helped win the West" were eventually made in thre¢, four and five 
barrel models. All were bored from one block with the chamber for- 
ming the whole length of the barrel. 


According to John Albee's "Confessions of Boyhood", similar pis- 
tols, if not the same were manufactured in Worcester. Albee, who 
worked in the factory there, described them as "a six-barreled, self- 
cocking revolver with all six barrels revolving on a rod running 
through the center." With so few manufactured, gun collectors con- 
sider the six shot model quite a treasure. Two of these are on dis- 
play at Harold's Club in Reno, Nevada. 


The story of the pepperbox pistol would not be complete without 
telling the story of another inventor of the pepperbox. This man was 
Ethan Allen, Not to be confused with Vermont's Ethan Allen, the Allen 
we will talk about here is none other than Bellingham's own. In the 
Vital Statistics book up to 1850, we find that Ethan Allen was born 
September 2nd, 1808, the son of Nathaniel and Lucy Allen. Their home 
was located on Farm Street in North Bellingham according to the 1830 
map. It is now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Stockton and is located just 
above the bridge over 495, 


In the History of Grafton, Mass. it is noted that Allen was there 
in 1832 manufacturing pocket cutlery. It was while he was here that 
he invented the pepperbox revolver and applied for a patent in 1834 
for a double action mechanism. The Allens were the most popular’ of 
the American pepperboxes. Colt had a patent in England dated 1835; 
one year later than Allen. On February 25, 1836 Colt filed for a 
patent in France and in the United States. A similar patent was filed 
by Barton and Benjamin Darling of Woonsocket, Rhode Island on April 

AMEE oot 13, 1836. This cannot be verified 
as a fire destroyed nearly all the 
records in the Patent Office in 
December of 1836, "Harold's" states 
that the earliest ones made by the 
> Darling's were of steel frames and 
were manufactured in Bellingham. 

. Later models are of brass frames 
,and are thought to have been made 
in Woonsocket. 


| In 1837, Allen formed a new 
“| company with his brother-in-law, 
s3|Charles Thurber, and according to 


‘the Grafton History they went to:Norwich, Connecticut in 1837 but 

came back to Worcester in 1845. Their plant in Worcester was destroyed 
by fire in 1854. "Harold's" states that their first production pepper- 
‘box model came out in 1838 so that model must have been manufactured 
in Norwich. In 1856 another brother-in-law, Thomas P. Wheelock, 

‘joined the firm in Worcester and manufactured pepperboxes until. 1865, 


Although Allen never made any pepperbox Paro lvers in Bellingham 
‘it should be recorded that a Bellingham boy was indeed ahead of Colt 
by one year of his English patent and that Bellingham influence is 
entitled to have some credit for his inventiveness. 


The Harold Club has many Allen pepperboxes on display and he 
notes a common fault of all manufacturers of the revolvers, that af- 
ter 1848 Allen models were less desirable than those made prior to 
that date as the quality had been reduced. Allen pepperboxes will be 
found in three, four and six shot barrels, barrel clusters range from 
three to six inches in length anda range of calibers from .28 to .36. 
The most common of the pepperboxes made in .28 and ,31 calibers. The 
rarest Allen on display at Harolds is a ring trigger six shot. 


Although there were earlier inventors of pepperboxes, it remains 
that three Bellingham inventors mass produced the weapons along with 
Colt, and certain features were definitely of Bellingham Design. It 
is thought that perhaps Ethan Allen visited his folks here in Bell- 
ingham and learned of the Darling's venture. He may even have called 
on them personally to see how they were progressing, which may have 
had some influence on him to move further away to Connecticut. The 
Allen place on Farm Street had changed owners on the 1853 map so it 
is not known when they left Bellingham or just how long they lived 
on Farm St. 


Credit is given here to Joseph Cortes of North Bellingham for 
considerable research and time spent obtaining information on the 
famous Pepperbox Guns and for the information obtained from Harold's 
Club in Reno, Nevada where many of these old guns are on display. 


With this issue OF the Crimpville ‘Comments we Reraid the rapid 
approach of Summer Vacations. Not only will the "Crimpville Comments" 
be taking a summer vacation but so will our schools, We of the Bell- 
ingham Historical Commission want to take this opportunity to wish 
all of our readers a nice summer and urge you to make it a safe and 
interesting one. There are many places that you can visit this summer 
and in most areas you will find a bit of the past, places of historical 
significance where you can probably relive the past for a few moments 
and reflect on what this country is really made of. We urge the 
children and the motorists to act in a safe manner so that we can all 
return next fall and enjoy once again the pleasures of each others 
company. If you have any questions or do something interesting drop 

‘us a card and l&ét us know about it, maybe we can use it here. 
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Pendleton's Lithogruphy , Beston 


BELLINGHAM was Inecrporated Noy 27 * 1719. tt con- | 
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19th-Century Bells 


Bells have played an important part in the life of man. They have 
rung joyfully at his birth, and tolled mournfully at his death. The ac- 
tual origin of the bell has been lost in the mist of antiquity, but it 
is known that they were in general use during the time of Moses, for it 
was written in "Exodus" that Aaron's robe would have "golden. bells al- 
ternating with blue, purple and scarlet pomegranates", 


No doubt these bells were hammered out of solid gold. Later, others 
were made using a gold base, but as time passed it was found that bells 
could be made in larger quantities by using other metals. By the time 
bells were used by a majority of the people, a composition of copper and 
tin called bell-metal became the accepted material for making bells. 

But it was well into the 17th century before anyone except royalty 
possessed bells. In fact it was thought that the general use of bells 
began with a famous nobleman who in 1650 placed a small bell on the 
table to ring for his servants. From that time on the popularity of the 
bell grew, and it gradually came into common use. 


Bells became so much a part of the early Christion church service 
they acquired a kind of sacred character. They were founded with re-= 
ligious ceremonies, consecrated by a baptismal service, received names, 
were sprinkled, anointed and christened. As they. became more important 
in the life of the church they increased in size, and the largest were 
installed in steeples and church towers. Actually they began rather 
modestly considering the size to which they grew in a few centuries. 


During the llth century one king had made what was considered a 
large bell at the time. It weighed 2,600 pounds, and was given to the 
church. By the early 15th century a bell was cast that weighed 15,000 
pounds. As time passed bells grew larger and larger until the "Great 
Bell" or the "Monarch of Moscow" was cast. Considered the largest bell 
ever made, it measured over 21 feet in height and diameter and weighed 
193 tons. 


Bells were also 
used at schools to 
let the students know 
that classes were 
about to start or to 
signal: the beginning 
or end of a recess. 
Pictured on the left 
is the Massey School 
which is now the Cen- 
ter school. If you 
will look above the 
large window on the 
right: you will see 
the bell used at 
this schooli Next 
time you go by this 
school look for it 
as it is still there, 
Unknown as to when it 
was last used. 


y Massey School, Bellingham. Mass. 


Superstitions abounded during this time so it.was only natural 
that the bell create its own. One group of Londoners claimed that when 
the bell of St. Paul's tolled, which it did only on the death of some 
member of the Royal Family, all the beer in the neighborhood turned 
sour. As late as 1852 the Bishop of Malta ordered the church bells to 
be rung for an hour "to allay a gale." 


Ringing the church bells after the death of a parishioner was known 
as the tolling of the passing bell, and it was the belief of those left 
behind that the bells had the power. to terrify evil spirits — Spirits | 


or devils that lay in 
wait to afflict the soul 
the moment it escaped 
from the body. 


Most of the superstitiong | 
have died, and the an- 
cient bells that have 
survive@ have been ga- 
thered into museum or 
private collections, but 
there are still many as 
the one in the Center 
Baptist church, pictured 
on the right, that is 
still in use today, 
calling the faithful as 
it has done for years to 
services. The practice 
of ringing church bells 
has declined in the past 
few years to the point of being almost “abandoned. Yet another part of 
our heritage which has fallen prey to changing times. 


Most of these late bells that are so collectible today were used 
on animals. The Romans began the custom which survives to some extent 
today of hanging bells on the necks of horses, cows, sheep and goats. 
Knowing the tendency of animals to wander while grazing, the idea was 
to bell them, making them easier to locate in woods and on mountainsides. 


Years ago it was the custom in some parts of England for the owner 
to fasten as many as eight small bells, forming an octave, to the harness 
of the wagon horses. As the owner traveled about the countryside, the 
bells played a tinkly tune. Obviously some of the members of this dis- 
trict were early arrivals in "The Colonies" as the string of bells they 
used on their sleigh: horses are now one of the most sought after in the 
bell collecting field. 


Pictured on the left are #1 
and 2, cow bells in two sizes. #3 
. sheep bell and #4 two turkey bells. 


Of course the most important 
bell in the United States is the 
Liberty Bell. The one that was 
rung on July 8, 1776, to celebrate 

—-" 8 cae - the proclamation of the Declaration 
of Independence which had occurredfour days previously. The Liberty Bell 
is twelve feet in circumference and weighs 2000 pounds, 
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